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If you want to get frustrated, try to read the Bible as if it 
were a novel.  If you pick it up, open to page one and 
expect the Bible to be a quick reading, page turner from 
front cover to back cover, you will be disappointed, 
because that’s not what the Bible is. 

But, at the same time, there is no more fascinating book in 
the world.  There is no greater collection of stories.  There 
is no greater variety of style, genre, or subject matter in 
any other book.  Nowhere else can you find something 
that applies so directly to your life than the Bible. 

But you can’t read it like a self-help book, either.   

It’s unique.  It is God’s Word. 

Martin Luther’s barber once asked him how to pray.  
Luther’s answer was a small book entitled, “A Simple Way 
to Pray.”  In it, he recognized that prayer alone does very 
little good—it’s only one half of the conversation.  The 
other half is the Bible.   

In this Bible Study we will strive to learn how to read the 
Bible for what it is—God’s half of his conversation with us. 

1. Martin Luther’s “four strands”: 

1. What does this say? 
2. For what does this lead me to give thanks? 
3. What does this lead me to confess? 
4. For what does this lead me to pray?  

ROMANS 4:1-5, 16, 17 

1. WHAT DOES THIS SAY? 

a. What makes Abraham an excellent case study 
for the Apostle Paul’s point? 

b. What does the phrase, “but not before God,” in 
verse 2 add to the thought?  

c. How does the Old Testament quote in verse 3 
prove Paul’s point? 

 

d. Explain the progression in the first half of verse 
16.  Why must each step follow the last? 

e. Give examples of God “calling things that are 
not as though they were.” 
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2. FOR WHAT DOES THIS LEAD ME TO GIVE THANKS? 

a. How far down does the arrow go?  

b. Agree or Disagree: Christians never work. 

3. WHAT DOES THIS LEAD ME TO CONFESS? 

a. Even if I managed to be perfect, what attitude 
would I have to take toward God?  (See verse 2 
and Luke 17:10) 

b. In what “sneaky” ways do we attempt to be 
justified by works? 

4. FOR WHAT DOES THIS LEAD ME TO PRAY? 

ROMANS 5:1-11 

1. WHAT DOES THIS SAY? 

a. How can it say, “…we have been justified 
through faith”?  Hasn’t the whole world been 
declared not guilty? (See Romans 3:23-24) 

b. How does standing in grace (verse 2) relate to 
rejoicing in sufferings (verse 3)? 

c. What am I asking for when I ask for an increase 
of hope or perseverance? 

d. What distinction is Paul making between 
reconciliation and salvation?  How can he say 
we will be saved?  Aren’t we already saved? 

2. FOR WHAT DOES THIS LEAD ME TO GIVE THANKS? 

a. Relate the distinction between reconciliation 
and salvation in verse 10 to the events of last 
Friday in Connecticut.  

b. Why was it “just the right time”? (verse 6) 

3. WHAT DOES THIS LEAD ME TO CONFESS? 

a. What is the sinful nature’s first response to the 
idea that we “stand in grace”? 

4. FOR WHAT DOES THIS LEAD ME TO PRAY? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEXT WEEK: 

ROMANS 6:1-4, 15-23 

ROMANS 7:7—8:4 

WHY ALL THE ROMANS READINGS? 

Next year we will begin the E-100 Challenge.  These 
first few studies are intended to be training sessions.  
First we learn how to do devotional study, then we do 
it.  And what better place to learn than Romans?  In 
Romans the teachings of sin and grace, faith and works 
are so clearly taught.  Everything we read next year will 
be built on these simple concepts. 


