
 
 
 

 

A  S t u d y  a t  S h e p h e r d  o f  t h e  H i l l s  L u t h e r a n ,  K n o x v i l l e ,  T e n n e s s e e ,  2 0 1 2  A . D  

If you want to get frustrated, try to read the Bible as if it 
were a novel.  If you pick it up, open to page one and 
expect the Bible to be a quick reading, page turner from 
front cover to back cover, you will be disappointed, 
because that’s not what the Bible is. 

But, at the same time, there is no more fascinating book in 
the world.  There is no greater collection of stories.  There 
is no greater variety of style, genre, or subject matter in 
any other book.  Nowhere else can you find something 
that applies so directly to your life than the Bible. 

But you can’t read it like a self-help book, either.   

It’s unique.  It is God’s Word. 

Martin Luther’s barber once asked him how to pray.  
Luther’s answer was a small book entitled, “A Simple Way 
to Pray.”  In it, he recognized that prayer alone does very 
little good—it’s only one half of the conversation.  The 
other half is the Bible.   

In this Bible Study we will strive to learn how to read the 
Bible for what it is—God’s half of his conversation with us. 

Martin Luther’s “four strands”: 

1. What does this say? 
2. For what does this lead me to give thanks? 
3. What does this lead me to confess? 
4. For what does this lead me to pray?  

 Justification:______________________________________ 
 

 Sanctification:____________________________________ 
 

 Grace:_____________________________________________ 
 

 Faith:______________________________________________ 
 

 Works:____________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A SIMPLE WAY TO PRAY Getting the most out of  

Bible Reading 



ROMANS 6:1-4, 15-23 

1. What is not the purpose of God’s forgiveness?  
What is the purpose of God’s forgiveness? 
 

2. Whom does justification benefit?  Whom does 
sanctification benefit? 
 

3. Paul makes an appeal to the Roman Christians 
(and to us) with the expectation that they and 
we are able to respond.  How can he make this 
assumption? 
 

4. Compare and contrast slavery to sin and 
slavery to righteousness as to: 

 

5. What is the only reason why anyone would 
enslave himself to sin by obeying its desires? 
 

6. What is the only reason why anyone could be 
enslaved to righteousness and obey its desires? 

ROMANS 7:7—8:4 

7. How could someone possibly think the Law is 
evil?  (Hint: Think cause and effect.) 
 

8. Hearing the Law causes me to react with more 
sin.  Where is the problem? 
 

9. What is the primary purpose of the Law?  (See 
verse 13) 
 

10. How does verse 16 imply agreement?  (See 
Galatians 2:17,18) 

 
11. With which part of himself does Paul identify?  

Is there a lesson here for us? 
 

12. Notice a change in chapter 8.  Identify the 
subject of sentences in chapter 7.  In 8:1-4? 
 

13. Why does Paul use the word “likeness” in verse 
3?  Jesus was true man, not just a likeness, 
right? 
 

14. Look at verse 4.  What is the purpose?  Why did 
God do all this?  Who benefits? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JANUARY 6TH:  
THE E-100 CHALLENGE BEGINS! 

 Sin Righteousness 
Origin of 
slavery: 

From birth  God’s work 

Beneficiary of 
slavery: 

No one Us 

Ongoing attitude 
of slave: 

shame Wholehearted 
obedience 

Accompanying 
circumstance: 

Death Eternal life 

Relationship 
between slavery 
and 
accompanying 
circumstance: 

Cause and effect Gift of God and 
it’s result--
holiness 


