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I say “Ebenezer” you say…what?  “Scrooge”?  “Road”?  I 
doubt any of us would say, “Ooh!  Let’s rename our 
church!”  But a few generations ago people did label their 
churches with that word, “Ebenezer”.   

Perhaps this illustrates a phenomenon many have noticed 
in our society: biblical literacy is going down.  There was a 
time when Shakespeare could put Biblical words in 
Macbeth’s mouth and assume that his audiences would 
understand Macbeth’s feelings—“If it were done when ‘tis 
done, then ‘twere well it were done quickly.”  Do you 
recognize the reference?  Can you feel Macbeth’s sense of 
betrayal?  Do you hear Jesus’ words, “What you are about 
to do, do quickly”(John 13:27)?  Shakespeare assumed you 
would.   

Now, understanding classic literature is great, but the 
point is: It would be good for us to increase our own 
biblical literacy—to know our Bibles better. 

We will not start with the obscure reference in 1 Samuel 
7:12, where a memorial stone is named Ebenezer, stone of 
help.  Instead, let’s build with bigger blocks first.  Let’s 
work on our foundation by examining the 100 Essential 
Bible Stories.

Remember!  We will never cover 100 Bible stories in a year without some preparation!  If you don’t have your E-
100 card yet, pick one up today.  Use Martin Luther’s “four strands” Bible study method with each section.  Ask 
yourself: 

1. What does this say? 
2. For what does this lead me to give thanks? 
3. What does this lead me to confess? 
4. For what does this lead me to pray?  

#1 CREATION 

GENESIS 1:1—2:25 

1. Any questions? 
 

2. Identify the repeated parts of each creation day.  
Apply the four strand method to each of these 
parts. 

  

READING THE E-100 
The 100 Essential Bible Stories 



3. Examine Genesis 1:26-27.  What can we learn 
about God and about Adam and Eve and about 
their relationship from these verses? 
 

4. How does a Christian deal with the concept of 
Evolution?   
 

5. Agree or Disagree: Genesis 1:1—2:3 and 
Genesis 2:4-25 are competing accounts from 
different sources. 
 

6. Agree or Disagree: Genesis 2:17 contains the 
first threat in the Bible. 
 

7. Why did God have Adam name the animals? 
 

8. We live in a society where marriage, sexuality 
and the roles of man and woman are terribly 
confused.  What important concepts do verses 
23-25 teach us? 

#2 THE FALL 

GENESIS 3:1-24 

9. In verse 4 the word “you” in Hebrew is singular.  
In verse 5 it is plural.  How does this subtle 
change help you understand the end of verse 6?   
 

10. Choose one:  
a. The Fall created a problem for mankind. 
b. The Fall changed mankind’s nature. 

 
11. Remember these questions from Faithbuilders? 

a. Who is the ultimate author of sin? 
(Whose idea was it?) 

b. Who else deserves blame for sin in the 
world? 

c. Who is not to blame for sin in the 
world? 

 
12. Explain Genesis 3:15—the first Gospel promise. 

 
13. Agree or Disagree: The roles of man and 

woman are a result of sin—Genesis 3:16. 
 

14. Compare 3:19 to 3:20.  What was Adam’s 
response in the face of God’s judgment?  How 
could he react that way? 
 

15. Who benefitted from the presence of the 
cherubim and flaming sword? (verse 24) 


