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I say “Ebenezer” you say…what?  “Scrooge”?  “Road”?  I 
doubt any of us would say, “Ooh!  Let’s rename our 
church!”  But a few generations ago people did label 
their churches with that word, “Ebenezer”.   

Perhaps this illustrates a phenomenon many have 
noticed in our society: biblical literacy is going down.  
There was a time when Shakespeare could put Biblical 
words in Macbeth’s mouth and assume that his 
audiences would understand Macbeth’s feelings—“If it 
were done when ‘tis done, then ‘twere well it were 
done quickly.”  Do you recognize the reference?  Can 
you feel Macbeth’s sense of betrayal?  Do you hear 
Jesus’ words, “What you are about to do, do 
quickly”(John 13:27)?  Shakespeare assumed you 
would.   

Now, understanding classic literature is great, but the 
point is: It would be good for us to increase our own 
biblical literacy—to know our Bibles better. 

We will not start with the obscure reference in 1 Samuel 7:12, where a memorial stone is named Ebenezer, stone of 
help.  Instead, let’s build with bigger blocks first.  Let’s work on our foundation by examining the 100 Essential 
Bible Stories.

Remember!  We will never cover 100 Bible stories in a year without some preparation!  If you don’t have your E-
100 card yet, pick one up today.  Use Martin Luther’s “four strands” Bible study method with each section.  Ask 
yourself: 

1. What does this say? 
2. For what does this lead me to give thanks? 

3. What does this lead me to confess? 
4. For what does this lead me to pray? 

#91 THE MOST EXCELLENT WAY  

1 CORINTHIANS 13:1-13

1. Any questions? 
 

2. How do verses 1-3 connect this chapter to the 
surrounding context? 
 

3. Therefore, what kind of love is Paul talking 
about here?  (Who is doing the loving?) 
 

4.  Read verses 4-7.  What problems can be solved 
with this kind of love?  What dual reaction does 
this realization cause in our hearts?  

5. How do the following passages allow us to 
respond to that dual reaction? 

a. Mark 10:21 
b. Luke 23:34 
c. 1 John 4:16-19   

 
6. And to see how vs 8-13 allow us to respond to 

that reaction…What do all three of Paul’s 
examples in verses 11-12 have in common?  
How is love different from every other spiritual 
gift? 

READING THE E-100 
The 100 Essential Bible Stories 



7. Agree or Disagree: “The greatest of these is 
love” because “God is love” (1 John 4:8). 

 

#92 A NEW CREATION IN CHRIST

2 CORINTHIANS 4:1—6:2 

In this section Paul addresses three related topics: 
Ministry, Motivation, and the Message.   

Ministry (4:1-15, questions 8-10), God works through 
our service.   
Motivation (4:16—5:10, questions 11-13), the reason 
why we desire to serve.   
Message (5:11—6:2, questions 14-), the wonderful 
message that we have the privilege of sharing. 

8. What dangers are inherent in pursuing 
“success” as the goal of the church? (4:1-6) 
 

9. What does it mean to be a clay jar? 
 

10. A butterfly’s life cycle is: egg, caterpillar, 
chrysalis, adult—and then the process starts all 
over.  Read 13-15.  Trace the life cycle of 
evangelism. 
 

11. Agree or Disagree: All good things must come 
to an end. (4:16-18) 
 

12. What is the purpose for which God made us and 
why is the Holy Spirit a deposit?  (vs 5) 
 

13. How can Paul say that we will receive what we 
deserve?  Don’t we all deserve eternal 
punishment? 
 

14. Why would people claim that Paul and his 
coworkers are insane? (Vs 13) 
 

15. Which is a greater wonder, that God would 
reconcile the world to himself or that he would 
entrust this message to us? 
 

16. Fill out the God’s Great Exchange Diagram 
below:

 
 

What God Demands    What God Sees 

+      - 

- ______________     + ______________ 


