
 
 
 

 

 A  S t u d y  a t  S h e p h e r d  o f  t h e  H i l l s  L u t h e r a n ,  K n o x v i l l e ,  T e n n e s s e e ,  2 0 1 3  A . D  

I say “Ebenezer” you say…what?  “Scrooge”?  “Road”?  I 
doubt any of us would say, “Ooh!  Let’s rename our 
church!”  But a few generations ago people did label their 
churches with that word, “Ebenezer”.   

Perhaps this illustrates a phenomenon many have noticed 
in our society: biblical literacy is going down.  There was a 
time when Shakespeare could put Biblical words in 
Macbeth’s mouth and assume that his audiences would 
understand Macbeth’s feelings—“If it were done when ‘tis 
done, then ‘twere well it were done quickly.”  Do you 
recognize the reference?  Can you feel Macbeth’s sense of 
betrayal?  Do you hear Jesus’ words, “What you are about 
to do, do quickly”(John 13:27)?  Shakespeare assumed 
you would.   

Now, understanding classic literature is great, but the 
point is: It would be good for us to increase our own 
biblical literacy—to know our Bibles better. 

We will not start with the obscure reference in 1 Samuel 
7:12, where a memorial stone is named Ebenezer, stone of 

help.  Instead, let’s build with bigger blocks first.  Let’s work on our foundation by examining the 100 Essential 
Bible Stories.

Remember!  We will never cover 100 Bible stories in a year without some preparation!  If you don’t have your E-
100 card yet, pick one up today.  Use Martin Luther’s “four strands” Bible study method with each section.  Ask 
yourself: 

1. What does this say? 
2. For what does this lead me to give thanks? 

3. What does this lead me to confess? 
4. For what does this lead me to pray? 

#93 A LIVING HOPE  

1 PETER 1:1—2:12

1. Any questions? 
 

2. Why are you a Christian? (1:1-2) 
 

3. Agree or Disagree: Heaven makes this life 
bearable. (1:3-9) 
 

4. Compare Matthew 13:17 to 1 Peter 1:10-12.  
Who had the greater privilege, you or the Old 
Testament prophets?  
 

5. Which is a greater danger for you, conscious 
rebellion against God or unwitting conformity 
to the world? (1:13-15) 
 

6. What is the logical connection between vs 17 
and 18? 
 

7. Does 1:22 say that we deserve credit for our 
salvation? 
 

READING THE E-100 
The 100 Essential Bible Stories 



8. Marvel for a moment—we, together, do things 
God is pleased with. (2:4-5) 
 

9. Marvel for a moment—we are more than we 
could ever be by ourselves. (2:9-10) 
 

10. What is the dual benefit of a sanctified life? 
(2:11-12) 

 

 

#94 FAITH AND WORKS

JAMES 1:1-2:26 

James 1:1-18  “One or the Other” 

11. Any trial we face is a blessing because it shows 
us that we… 
 

12. What point does James make about each of the 
following pairs? 
 

a. Faith and doubt (2-8) 
b. Wealth and poverty (9-11) 
c. The source and purpose of good and 

evil (12-18) 
 

James 1:19-27  “Do something!” 
 

13. What are the differences between reading the 
Bible and reading a self-help book?  
Similarities? 

James 2:1-13  “Do Everything!” 

14. What makes favoritism such an evil thing? 
 

15. But verse ten isn’t fair! 
 

16. Agree or Disagree: I don’t need to ___________ 
because I ______________. 
 

17. Isn’t the idea, “Do Everything!” depressing? 

James 2:14-26  “A Faith that Works” 

18. What is faith?  What isn’t faith?  (vs 18 and 19) 
 

19. Which is right?  Which is wrong? 
 
 
 
 

 

 

But the promise freely offers to us, 
who are oppressed by sin and death, 
reconciliation on account of Christ, 
which is received not by works, but by 
faith alone. (Apology of the Augsburg 
Confession, article IV paragraph 44) 

If anyone says that the sinner is justified by faith 
alone, meaning that nothing else is required to 
cooperate in order to obtain the grace of 
justification, and that it is not in any way necessary 
that he be prepared and disposed by the action of his 
own will, let him be anathema. (Council of Trent, 
Canons on Justification, Canon 9) 


