
A Bible Study for Amazing Grace, 2010 AD 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 

A  S t u d y  a t  S he p he r d  o f  t he  H i l l s  L u t he r a n ,  K n o x v i l l e ,  T e n n e s s e e ,  2 0 1 0  A . D  

Every family has a skeleton or two in its 
closet.  When you dig back into the dust of time you 
can often find hints of the secrets and scandals 
buried there.   

Jesus’ family tree had more than its fair share of 
skeletons, but one thing is different.  They aren’t 
hidden.  They are right out in the open for the world 
to see.   

Why?  Because God wants us to see ourselves, our 
families and our lives in this family tree.  He wants us 
to learn and grow.  He wants us to see that all people 
can find peace in his family. 

 

BIBLICAL GENEALOGY 

TH E “ BOR I NG” PAR T S.  

If this is your first time in “The Family Tree” Bible 
Class, open up a Bible to Matthew Chapter 1 (page 
1496 in the black Bibles).  Read verses 1 through 16.   

So, did you read it, or did you just skim it?  If you 
skimmed it, you’re not alone.  The repetitive structure, 
the names we don’t recognize and can’t even 
pronounce—that doesn’t sound like a page-turner! 

But there is more here than just a boring name list.  In 
Genesis 12:3 the LORD said to Abraham: “…all peoples 
on earth will be blessed through you.”  In 2 Samuel 7:16 
the LORD promised King David: “Your house and your 
kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne 
will be established forever.”  In Matthew 1:1-16 we see 
that these promises were kept.  God kept his promises 
by sending “Jesus, who is called Christ.” 

And the names are more than just names.  They are 
people, with stories, struggles, sins and triumphs.    
People from whom we can learn. 
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GENESIS 38: BIBLE STORIES 

Some Bible stories are not rated “G”.  Here we have an account of incest and prostitution.  Why did God put this in 
the Bible?  If you look at the chapters before and after, it seems like it interrupts the story of Joseph.  It would have 
been easy to leave it out.  So, why?  Why does God want us to hear about this? 

GENESIS 38:1-11  

 Biblical Narratives: Details, Details, Details. 

1. Identify four details in verses 1-5.  What do they 
add to the story? 

2. Review verses 6-11.  What effects did these details 
have on Judah?  On his family? 

 Levirate Marriage—Latin: “levir” = “brother-in-
law 

 The ethics of birth control 

GENESIS 38:12-26 

3. Another detail: Hirah attempts to deliver payment.  
Respond. 

4. How could Judah not recognize his own daughter-
in-law!? 

Read the Luther quote in the box below.  How does 
Luther’s explanation illustrate the importance of 
Christian relationships? 

5. What evidence of repentance do you see in verse 
26? 

GENESIS 38:27-30 

6. What evidence of God’s grace do you see in verses 
27-30? 

7. Agree or Disagree: Christians should form their 
own communities. 

8. List three situations in life that could cause you to 
“leave your brothers” along with a way to 
counteract those situations. 

9. Why did God put this story in the Bible? 
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CONCLUSION: 

This story is a real life example of the importance of 
Hebrews 10:25—“Let us not give up meeting together, 
as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage 
one another—and all the more as you see the Day 
approaching.”  Judah made choices that led him away 
from his community of faith and from the Word of God.  
It is vitally important that we make choices that keep 
us and our families connected to our church and to the 
Word of God. 

He should have recognized her by her eyes at least…Likewise by her voice, for he speaks with her…Therefore it is strange 
that Judah was not warned straightway by all these things. What was the reason? I reply: Imagination takes away 
perception and reflection. For he who is seriously intent on one thing neither sees nor hears what meets his ears or eyes 
in addition to this… Thus if my perception is intent on anything else, it acts somewhat more slowly in the other areas. 
Accordingly Judah is completely under the impression that a harlot is sitting there; and because his heart and his eyes are 
paying attention to this one thing alone, he notices neither the woman’s voice nor her eyes.  (Luther’s Works, Vol. 7. CPH) 

 

Comment [DP1]:  
1.Judah left his brothers. 

Incredibly significant, as we shall see.   
2.Man of Adullam 

Not one of God’s people, but rather a person of 
the land, a person from the nations that God 
would destroy—choose good friends, Judah! 

3. Named Hirah 
Good to know, but will it be significant? 

4. Of a Canaanite man named Shua. 
The name isn’t that significant, or at least not so 
far, but what about his nationality, and therefore, 
the nationality of his daughter?  What about their 
spiritual condition? 

5. At Kezib—still away from other believers. 

Comment [DP2]: The spiritual corruption in 
the family is obvious.  Er ends up dead because of 
his wickedness, Onan considers his own 
preferences more important than what is right, 
and more important than the family line—which 
for all he knew was the line of the Messiah.  And 
Judah has gotten to the point where he thinks 
Tamar is cursed rather than acknowledging the 
wickedness of his sons. 

Comment [DP3]: Hirah was the kind of friend 
who didn’t mind being seen looking for a 
prostitute.  He also didn’t try to stop Judah when 
he was with him on the way to Timnah!  Judah 
may have a little bit of conscience still active, but 
Hirah was even further down the wrong path.  
Not a good person to associate with. 

Comment [DP4]: We can become trapped by 
our imaginations when we are in temptation.  
Therefore we can lose perception and fail to 
reflect on our thoughts or actions.  It is times like 
those that a Christian friend is so important.  That 
friend can supply perception and reflection!   

Comment [DP5]: He admits his sin in sleeping 
with her by admitting his sin of putting her in an 
impossible situation (which doesn’t exonerate her 
either, by the way), and lives his repentance by 
not continuing an incestuous relationship. 
Someone might say, “Not real impressive if the 
best thing you can say is, at least he stopped 
sleeping with his daughter in law!”  But be 
careful!  Recognize that in this messed up world, 
sometimes that is the best that can be , and it 
should be appreciated as such. 

Comment [DP6]: One, that the line of the 
Savior came through such dis-function, and also, 
the simple fact that mother and babies survived 
such a birth!  Think about it!  For this to take 
place it must have been an incredibly difficult 
labor! 

Comment [DP7]: We must gather together, but 
if we cut ourselves off, if as we try to be in the 
world but not of it we try to not be in the world at 
all, then we fail to be the salt and light of the 
world.   


