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The New Testament is filled with references to 
“Moses and the Prophets”.  Jesus quoted 
Deuteronomy, written by Moses, more than any other 
book of the Bible.  No one was there when God 
created the universe, but God inspired Moses to write 
his account.  Moses served as prophet, priest, and 
political leader, just as Jesus is our prophet, priest 
and king.  No one ever knew where Moses’ grave was 
located…because God buried Moses himself. 

Of all the people in the Bible, Moses is special.  His 
life, his experiences, his ministry—the things God did 
through him; all of it was exceptional.  But of all the 
things that made Moses special, perhaps the greatest 
was this, “The LORD would speak to Moses face to 
face, as a man speaks with his friend” (Exodus 33:11).   

As we study the life and ministry of Moses this 
summer we will see his dedication to the LORD, his 
faith, his love for God’s people, and also his faults—
and there especially we will see the undeserved love 
of God.   

#1 THE CALL OF MOSES 

EXODUS 3:1—2:25 

1. Why wouldn’t I… 
 

2. Read verses 5 and 6.  What does God 
communicate about himself?  How does this set 
the stage for the relationship between God and 
Moses? 
 

3. Considering verses 7-10, why does Moses’ 
objection in verse 11 make sense?  Why does it 
make no sense at all? 
 

4. What is strange about the “sign” that God gives 
Moses in verse 12?  Why is it the perfect kind of 
sign for Moses’ situation?  How does God give 
you the same kind of signs? 
 

5. Why is God’s name for himself perfect for 
Moses’ situation?  For the people of Israel’s 
situation?  For yours? 

 

  

HE WAS GOD’S FRIEND A Study of the Life and 

Ministry of Moses 

Comment [DP1]: Aim: In all God’s dealings 
with human beings he operates on the basis of 
faith. 

Comment [DP2]: Light this $20 bill on fire?  
Because fire always consumes things.  Even in our 
day of gas lanterns and eternal flames we know 
this.  Fire constantly eats until there is nothing 
left to eat and then it is gone.   

Comment [DP3]: God emphasizes his complete 
holiness.  Simply because this is the place God 
chose to appear to Moses in a far lesser form than 
his full glory even the ground is too holy for his 
common sandals.  What kind of place do you have 
to take your shoes off before you enter?  God also 
communicates his eternity and his faithfulness in 
his reference to the patriarchs.   
Moses must know that he cannot approach God 
on his own merits, and he must know that this is 
the faithful God of all the covenant promises.  This 
is the God who is worthy of trust and can only be 
approached on the basis of trust. 

Comment [DP4]: It makes sense because 
Moses is just a mere shepherd, despite his 
privileged upbringing, and feels unequal to such a 
monumental task.  But look at the subject of 
nearly every sentence in verses 7-10.  God is the 
one who will be active here, not Moses! 

Comment [DP5]: It is strange because we 
might expect God to do something in the present 
to strengthen Moses, but God gives him a sign that 
will only be realized after Moses does what God is 
telling him.  Ultimately, what God gives him is a 
promise.  Moses can cling to that promise for the 
time being, and when it is fulfilled it will be an 
excellent reminder to him that God’s promises are 
trustworthy—all of them, even the ones that 
haven’t come true yet.  It is perfect for Moses’ 
situation because more than anything God is 
trying to teach Moses to trust him.  This is the 
most common type of sign God gives us, not 
butterflies in front of us or strange coincidences, 
but rather promises that will come true, just as 
every promise in the past has come true. 

Comment [DP6]: The God who does not 
change and is independent of outside forces is 
making a promise.  God is dependable.  The 
people probably thought God didn’t care 
anymore, wasn’t listening anymore.  God does not 
change.  His love for you and me does not change. 



6. Compare 3:18 to 4:1.  What is Moses’ problem?  
What is God’s response?  Does that surprise 
you? 
 

7. Finally, God gives Moses a real sign he can 
really use!  And yet, what does that sign 
require? 
 

8. What message was God sending by specifying 
what water he should pour out on the ground? 
 

9. What is Moses’ hang-up in verse 10?  What is 
God’s solution in verses 11 and 12? 
 

10. What does Moses deserve after verse 13?  What 
does he get?   
 

11. Eventually, Moses’ relationship with God will be 
a wonder.  How can its beginning encourage 
you in your relationship with God? 
 

12. What is the basis for the relationship between 
you and God? 
 
 

Comment [DP7]: He’s not listening to God’s 
Word and he’s not trusting God.  So, amazingly to 
me, God doesn’t snuff out this smoldering wick, 
but rather encourages and comforts and 
reassures him.  What a God of grace! 

Comment [DP8]: Faith!  Moses knows what a 
poisonous snake looks like!  He knows this thing 
is dangerous, so he runs.  And what does God tell 
him to do?  Pick it up by the tail.  What happens 
when you pick up a snake by the tail?  God wants 
Moses to trust him. 

Comment [DP9]: The Nile was and still is the 
source of life and wealth and civilization itself in 
Egypt.  By displaying power over the Nile God was 
displaying power over Pharaoh, the Egyptian 
economy, government, and especially the 
Egyptian pantheon.  Again, God says, trust me!  
Can you think of any examples from Scripture 
where God displays his power over things we 
might fear? 

Comment [DP10]: Again, Moses is looking at 
himself!  What happens when we look at 
ourselves?  Fear.  God, almost sarcastically 
redirects Moses.  “You’re being stupid, Moses.”  
And yet, God still sends him off with a promise 
and his presence.  What grace! 

Comment [DP11]: He deserves punishment, 
he gets grace.  What better reason to trust the 
LORD? 

Comment [DP12]: You don’t have to be a 
super-christian to be a Christian.  You don’t have 
to somehow make yourself awesome before you 
can have a relationship with God. 

Comment [DP13]: Faith. 


