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The New Testament is filled with references to 
“Moses and the Prophets”.  Jesus quoted 
Deuteronomy, written by Moses, more than any other 
book of the Bible.  No one was there when God 
created the universe, but God inspired Moses to write 
his account.  Moses served as prophet, priest, and 
political leader, just as Jesus is our prophet, priest 
and king.  No one ever knew where Moses’ grave was 
located…because God buried Moses himself. 

Of all the people in the Bible, Moses is special.  His 
life, his experiences, his ministry—the things God did 
through him; all of it was exceptional.  But of all the 
things that made Moses special, perhaps the greatest 
was this, “The LORD would speak to Moses face to 
face, as a man speaks with his friend” (Exodus 33:11).   

As we study the life and ministry of Moses this 
summer we will see his dedication to the LORD, his 
faith, his love for God’s people, and also his faults—
and there especially we will see the undeserved love 
of God.   

 

#2 THE HARDENING OF PHARAOH 

EXODUS 4—10, SELECTED VERSES 

1. What is the most dangerous thing you do every 
day? 
 

2. Read Exodus 4:21-23.  Who is to blame for 
Pharaoh’s lack of repentance and the death of 
Pharaoh’s son? 
 

3. Read Exodus 5:2.  What is Pharaoh’s spiritual 
state at this time? 
 

4. Read Exodus 7:8-13.  What were the Egyptian 
magicians able to do?  What was the final 
message of the staff-snakes incident? 
 

5. Who is responsible for the hardening of 
Pharaoh’s heart in verse 13? 
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Comment [DP1]: Aim: The opposite of last 
week’s aim, that the guilt for sin and the reason 
for punishment of sin falls entirely on the sinner, 
and yet, at the same time the responsibility for 
salvation falls entirely on the grace of God.  And 
so, whether through the salvation of people or the 
condemnation of people God is glorified in his 
grace and justice. 

Comment [DP2]: Most people will probably 
say, “Drive.” But this is incorrect.  The most 
dangerous thing we do every day is sin.  Sin 
causes death 100% of the time; physical, spiritual, 
and eternal death.  In today’s study we see the 
danger of sin, and especially the sin of rejecting 
God. 

Comment [DP3]: The purpose of this question 
is not to answer it now, but to set up the question 
of the lesson.  Before Moses even sees Pharaoh’s 
face, before Pharaoh “has a chance” to repent, God 
already has told Moses what will happen.  God 
knows in advance, doesn’t that make God 
responsible?  Doesn’t God share the guilt since he 
has “set Pharaoh up” in a situation that will lead 
to his damnation? 

Comment [DP4]: He is an unbeliever.  This is a 
useful thing to recognize.  If God leaves Pharaoh 
alone, what happens to him?  (He goes to hell.)  If 
the LORD sends Moses to Pharaoh, what happens 
to him?  (He goes to hell.)  Ultimately, then, this is 
not about Pharaoh.  It is about God’s people and 
the promise of the Savior. 

Comment [DP5]: They were able to turn their 
staffs into snakes.  The LORD is not the only 
powerful spiritual being out there—the Devil and 
his demons exist, and it may be that they lent 
power to Pharaoh’s magicians.  But even though 
they had power, the LORD was greater as 
evidenced by Aaron’s staff eating the other 
snakes.  Here was a clear message—no matter 
what you have seen, worshipped or believed in 
the past, Pharaoh, here is one greater: the LORD. 

Comment [DP6]: It doesn’t say specifically.  
The context seems to favor the idea that Pharaoh 
hardened his heart.  Here he saw clear evidence 
that the LORD was greater than any other demon 
or spiritual force, but he refused to obey the 
LORD.  Or we could refer back to 7:3 and assume 
that the LORD did the hardening here.  Ultimately, 
though, it doesn’t say.  The statement is passive, 
emphasizing the condition of  Pharaoh’s heart, 
not the doer of the action. 



6. Read Exodus 7:20-24.  What were the Egyptian 
magicians able to do?  What were they not able 
to do?  What was the final message of the 
plague of blood? 
 

7. Read Exodus 8:6-15.  What were the Egyptian 
magicians able to do?  What were they not able 
to do?  What was the final message of the 
plague of frogs? 
 

8. Who was responsible for the hardening of 
Pharaoh’s heart in verse 15? 
 

9. Read Exodus 8:18-19 and Exodus 10:7.  What 
message is starting to get through to those 
around Pharaoh?  Why doesn’t it get through to 
Pharaoh? 
 

10. Compare Exodus 8:32 and 9:12.  What is the 
difference?  Why would God do such a thing? 
 

11. Read Exodus 9:27-28.  How can God condemn 
Pharaoh even after this beautiful confession of 
sin? 
 

12. What is the difference between Moses in last 
week’s lesson and Pharaoh in this week’s 
lesson? 
 

13. What is the purpose of every believer?  What 
purpose will every unbeliever ultimately serve?  
How do God’s Grace and Justice work together 
for his glorious purpose in the case of Pharaoh? 
 
Read Exodus 9:16, Jeremiah 16:14-15, Numbers 
23:21-23, Joshua 2:10, 9:9-10, 2 Samuel 7:23, 1 
Corinthians 10:31, and Revelation 15:1-4. 
 

Comment [DP7]: They managed to turn water 
to blood, but what good did that really do?  All 
they accomplished was a lesser version of what 
the LORD already did!  They were not able to 
reverse the plague, either.  All the people still 
ended up digging along the river so that the silt 
would act as a filter.  They managed to turn a little 
water into blood, but they couldn’t fix the river.   
All they did was once again prove that the LORD 
was greater. 

Comment [DP8]: Again, they could make the 
problem worse, but they couldn’t make it better.  
How weak they proved themselves and their gods 
to be!  By now Pharaoh should be getting the 
picture—the LORD is the great God above all!  
Moses even points this out to him in verse 10.  But 
Pharaoh is too proud and stubborn to admit it. 

Comment [DP9]: Pharaoh is responsible!  He 
hardened his own heart.  He sinfully rejected and 
resisted the LORD.  The fact that the LORD knew 
about this beforehand does not remove Pharaoh’s 
guilt. 

Comment [DP10]: The officials and magicians 
know at least that the LORD is greater and that 
they should submit to him at least in this instance.  
But Pharaoh is simply too proud.  His sin has 
blinded him. 

Comment [DP11]: Now, after repeated 
rejection and sin, the LORD hardens Pharaoh’s 
heart.  Now Pharaoh’s time of grace is ended.  The 
time of grace is the time in which a person can 
come to faith and be saved (See Hebrews 9:27 
and 2 Corinthians 5:21—6:2.)  While ti might 
seem harsh to us to end Pharaoh’s time of grace 
by hardening, it is ultimately no different in result 
from ending Pharaoh’s life, and God certainly has 
the authority to do both, and Pharaoh has 
certainly earned both. 

Comment [DP12]: Words can appear beautiful 
on the outside, but unless they are followed by 
action they are empty.  Moses’ statement in verse 
30 was proved right in verses 33-35.  Notice that 
it says here that Pharaoh and his officials 
hardened their hearts—the blame is placed 
squarely on their own shoulders.  See Luke 3 and 
Matthew 7:16-20 for teaching on repentance and 
fruits of repentance. 

Comment [DP13]: There will be much 
temptation to find a difference between the two 
men that merits the difference in their spiritual 
status and destiny, but ultimately, there is none.  
Moses was a stubborn sinner who ignored what 
God said to him and refused to do God’s will.  
Pharaoh was a stubborn sinner who ignored what 
God said to him and refused to do God’s will.  
Pharaoh deserves all blame for his sins and for his 
eternal damnation.  God deserves all credit for 
giving Moses a new heart (Ezekiel 36:26).  One 
could claim that the difference was that Moses 
was a weak believer struggling with sin and that 
Pharaoh was an unbeliever throughout, but that 
still calls our attention, not to the deeds of the 
men, but to the grace of God who converted and 
preserved Moses. 

Comment [DP14]: The purpose of every 
believer is to glorify God.  Every unbeliever will 
serve the purpose of God’s glory when he brings 
righteous judgment.  In the case of Pharaoh, God’s 
justice was glorified, and his grace toward his 
people was glorified among the Israelites and all 
nations. 


