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 The New Testament is filled with references to 
“Moses and the Prophets”.  Jesus quoted 
Deuteronomy, written by Moses, more than any other 
book of the Bible.  No one was there when God 
created the universe, but God inspired Moses to write 
his account.  Moses served as prophet, priest, and 
political leader, just as Jesus is our prophet, priest 
and king.  No one ever knew where Moses’ grave was 
located…because God buried Moses himself. 

Of all the people in the Bible, Moses is special.  His 
life, his experiences, his ministry—the things God did 
through him; all of it was exceptional.  But of all the 
things that made Moses special, perhaps the greatest 
was this, “The LORD would speak to Moses face to 
face, as a man speaks with his friend” (Exodus 33:11).   

As we study the life and ministry of Moses this 
summer we will see his dedication to the LORD, his 
faith, his love for God’s people, and also his faults—
and there especially we will see the undeserved love 
of God.   

#4 THE RED SEA 

EXODUS 13:17-22 

1. Compare 13:17-18a to verse 18b.  What were 
the people of Israel expecting?  What was God’s 
plan? 
 

2. What do the two extra details at the end of this 
chapter mean to the Israelites? (Hint: the two 
details are Joseph’s bones and the presence of 
the pillar.) 

EXODUS 14:1-18 

3. Why in the world are the Egyptians worried 
about slave labor at a time like this?  Don’t they 
remember their dead sons?  Don’t they 
remember the plagues? (14:5) 
 

4. How could the attitude of the Israelites change 
so drastically from 14:8 to 14:11-12? 
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Comment [DP1]: Aim: After this lesson all 
participants shall be able to manage the 
difference between what they see and what they 
know.  We see trouble and disaster all around us, 
and we are tempted to react accordingly.  But we 
know that our almighty and compassionate God is 
in control, and we can react accordingly! 

Comment [DP2]: The people went out 
organized in a military fashion.  They expected 
fighting of some kind.  (Note: the warlike 
Philistines we are familiar with because of the life 
of King David did not show up in Palestine until 
about 1200 BC.  The war God was concerned 
about may have been Egyptian fortresses along 
the trade route near the Mediterranean sea.)  God, 
however, knew that his people were not really 
ready for war.  And so he intentionally guided the 
people in the direction he did for the express 
purpose of avoiding war—and notice that this 
story ends with the most powerful army in the 
world which just so happened to be the army that 
would have constantly fought to reclaim them as 
slaves, lying dead on the shore. 

Comment [DP3]: This was all happening just 
the way God said it would.  God had promised 
Jacob that his family would become a great nation 
in their temporary slavery in Egypt.  Jacob had 
been transported back to Palestine for burial 
because he believed the LORD.  Joseph also 
believed God and left instructions about his own 
remains.   
The pillar would remind the people that the LORD 
was with them to protect them and bring all his 
promises to fulfilment. 

Comment [DP4]: Explanation #1 is in verse 4.  
The LORD hardened Pharaoh’s heart.  And even if 
the LORD didn’t, it still isn’t that abnormal.  
Pharaoh pursued his sinful ways rather than 
repenting.  People do that all the time.  We know 
what the possible consequences are, but we 
plunge into our sins anyway, or we deny or ignore 
the consequences even though, in a sane moment, 
we would easily identify them. 

Comment [DP5]: Easy.  Compare what they 
had seen.  The last they saw of their Egyptian 
slave driving enemies they were all wailing in 
Egypt, broken by the fierce wrath of the LORD.  
Why wouldn’t they march out boldly?  But now 
they see the greatest fighting force in the world 
bearing down on them with plenty of motivation 
for revenge.  This is what happens to us as well 
when we base our attitude on what we see 
around us.  Circumstances change rapidly and 
drastically.  Why wouldn’t our attitude?  



5. Aren’t the people being a little melodramatic 
here? (vs 11-12) Describe their situation and 
offer possible solutions. 
 

6. Why did the LORD put them in such an 
impossible situation? 
 

7. What does verse 15 show you about Moses’ 
brave words in verses 13 and 14?   
 

8. What was God’s attitude toward the fears of 
Moses and the people? (vs 15) How is this 
comforting? 
 

EXODUS 14:19-31 

9. Compare these verses to the scene from The 
Ten Commandments.  What’s the same?  What’s 
different? 
 

10. What was the final result of this whole event for 
the Israelites (vs 31)?  What does this tell you 
about God’s purpose in the whole ordeal? 
 

11. Agree or Disagree: The Israelites had no reason 
to fear Pharaoh. 
 

12. How can you, as a Christian, maintain a clear 
head and a positive attitude even during times 
of great loss and difficulty? 
 
 
 

Comment [DP6]: Their situation is desperate.  
They have their backs to the sea and the Egyptian 
army bearing down on them.  There was nowhere 
for them to run, even if they could run.  There 
were 2 million of them with flocks and herds and 
old people and children.  Also, the Egyptians had 
chariots.  Nobody is outrunning a chariot even if 
they had somewhere to run.  They couldn’t fight.  
Even if they didn’t have the flocks and herds and 
old people and children and women holding them 
down, they lacked the training and were 
hopelessly outgunned.  You can’t hide 2 million 
people in the desert at the drop of a hat.  They had 
no options…so 

Comment [DP7]: So that they would be ready 
to hear Moses’ words in verse 14.  And also, so 
that he could solve this problem for them for 
good.  The LORD didn’t want his people harassed 
by the Egyptian army all the way to Canaan.  He 
wanted a clean break. 

Comment [DP8]: The words were brave and 
he meant them, but Moses was a sinner/saint, too.  
His faith was not perfect. 

Comment [DP9]: It almost sounds like 
confusion.  How could God be confused?  Look at 
their situation!  Obviously God isn’t just looking at 
the situation.  His attitude isn’t based just on what 
we can see.  What was God basing his attitude on?  
What he knows!  The LORD knew that he was 
going to save his people.  There was no doubt.  
How could Moses and the people be afraid?  Move 
on!  Where?  There’s nowhere for us to go!  
Straight through the sea, that’s where, of course!   
How comforting it is that we can face life 
according to what we know rather than according 
to what we see!  How much better it is to walk 
through life with the swagger of confident faith 
rather than the crouching skitter of fear! 

Comment [DP10]: https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=Jo0JMs-evQU 
The whole thing is time compressed for the 
movie.  There may be a question about whether 
Pharaoh drowned or not.  Psalm 136:15 seems to 
imply that Pharaoh did drown.  However the 
Hebrew word for “swept into” could just as easily 
be translated “shook off in”.  It is the same word 
in Exodus 14:27.  It does not necessarily mean 
that Pharaoh drowned, but that God shook him 
off, like you’d shake a spider off your sleeve.  All 
we can be sure of there is that the LORD saved his 
people and broke the power of Pharaoh. 

Comment [DP11]: The final result was that the 
people were strengthened in their faith and in 
their resolve to follow the Lord and to follow 
Moses. 

Comment [DP12]: That depends entirely on 
whether they approached the situation from the 
standpoint of what they could see (question 5) or 
from the standpoint of what they knew (question 
8 and their recent experience in Egypt). 

Comment [DP13]: By ignoring what you see, 
and holding to what you know—the grace of God! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jo0JMs-evQU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jo0JMs-evQU

