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 The New Testament is filled with references to 
“Moses and the Prophets”.  Jesus quoted 
Deuteronomy, written by Moses, more than any other 
book of the Bible.  No one was there when God 
created the universe, but God inspired Moses to write 
his account.  Moses served as prophet, priest, and 
political leader, just as Jesus is our prophet, priest 
and king.  No one ever knew where Moses’ grave was 
located…because God buried Moses himself. 

Of all the people in the Bible, Moses is special.  His 
life, his experiences, his ministry—the things God did 
through him; all of it was exceptional.  But of all the 
things that made Moses special, perhaps the greatest 
was this, “The LORD would speak to Moses face to 
face, as a man speaks with his friend” (Exodus 33:11).   

As we study the life and ministry of Moses this 
summer we will see his dedication to the LORD, his 
faith, his love for God’s people, and also his faults—
and there especially we will see the undeserved love 
of God.   

#6 THE GOLDEN CALF 

EXODUS 32:1-35 

1. Why does it matter that Moses was still up on 
the mountain? (vs 1) 
 

2. What usually happens when a pastor leaves a 
church?  What should happen? 
 

3. What difference does it make that Aaron 
“fashion[ed] it with a tool”? 
 

4. This isn’t a festival to the LORD!  What is Aaron 
doing? (vs 5) 
 

5. What religious, cultural, or philosophical ideas 
might we try to combine with the LORD? 
 

6. Why do people get up early on Christmas? (see 
verse 6)  What does this teach us about sin? 
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Comment [DP1]: Aim: You shall have no other 
Gods = God + nothing.  Anything added to God, 
whether it be a mixture of false religion, a leader, 
or even family or friends—anything added to God 
in our relationship with God is unacceptable to 
him.  There can be no God +, there can only be 
God. 

Comment [DP2]: The people give too much 
credit to Moses, who they admit is a mere man 
(fellow = the Hebrew word “Ish”, man).  Now that 
the spiritual leader is gone, their hold on the true 
God and the truth is weakening. 

Comment [DP3]: Usually a portion of the 
members of the church leave.  A natural affinity 
for a pastor is not a bad thing, and may have been 
the reason someone came in the first place.  But 
what ought to happen is that the congregation 
holds together until a new pastor comes.  It isn’t 
the leader who is important, it is the truth of 
God’s Word.  It is not God + a pastor whom we 
worship, it is just God. 

Comment [DP4]: One, Aaron will try to make it 
sound different later (vs24).  Also, it emphasizes 
the effort and work that Aaron put into making 
this calf, this idol, this graven image for the people 
to worship.  Isn’t it ironic that the people had 
been quaking in fear at the voice of the LORD last 
week?  What was it he told them not to do? 

Comment [DP5]: Perhaps he is realizing what 
he has done and is trying to make it better.  But 
what he does is called syncretism.  He is 
combining two religions.  He thinks that it would 
be better to worship the LORD + the idol than to 
just worship the idol.  It doesn’t matter.  Idolatry 
is idolatry and you can’t combine anything with 
the LORD. 

Comment [DP6]: Americanism—especially the 
idea of revolution as a good thing.  Evolution + 
Christianity is a popular one.  We are seeing a 
great deal of attempts to combine God and the 
homosexual lifestyle.  (These aren’t syncretism 
per se, because syncretism is the combination of 
two religions rather than the pollution of a 
religion with other ideas.) 

Comment [DP7]: Because they’re all excited to 
celebrate—the people of Israel were all excited to 
worship their idol.   
Sin can look so desirable and can seem so very 
fun, but it is a dangerous thing when we begin to 
look forward to our sins. 



 
7. What are the most jarring words in verse 7?  

Why does God use them? 
 

8. Compare verses 7-10 to your answers to 
questions 1 and 4.  Why did the “festival” 
happen? 
 

9. Read 11-14.  What reasons did Moses give for 
sparing the people?  What reasons did he not 
give? 
 

10. What do you think?  Why did Moses break the 
tablets?  Why did he make golden calf kool-aid? 
 

11. Compare Aaron’s words to Moses in verses 22-
24 with Moses’ words to God in 11-13. 
 

12. Agree or Disagree: Moses went too far in 
punishing the Israelites. 
 

13. The Levites lived the attitude God + …what? 
 

14. Agree or Disagree: God could have killed off the 
Israelites and made Moses into a great nation. 
(vs 10) 
 

15. Think about question 14 one more time.  Is 
there anything you would want to add to God? 
 
 

Comment [DP8]: Your and you.  In a way, the 
LORD is simply parroting the people’s words back 
to them.  They are so jarring because we want 
God to say about them and us that they are his 
people, not Moses’ people.  In those little 
pronouns is a threat.  You have left me, I will leave 
you. 

Comment [DP9]: Because of the sinful people.  
God does not accept, “Moses wasn’t here,” as an 
excuse.  He does not look with favor on their 
syncretism.  It’s just plain idolatry and the people 
of Israel deserved hell for it. 

Comment [DP10]: Moses appealed to God’s 
own actions, his reputation with the Egyptians, 
his promises to the patriarchs (why did he swear 
by his own self?  Because there was no one and 
nothing greater to swear by!  God + nothing!).   
Notice that Moses never makes excuses for the 
people or points to anything in them as a reason 
for God to be merciful. 

Comment [DP11]: Perhaps to symbolize that 
the people were breaking the covenant and as a 
way of desecrating the idol and making sure the 
people remembered.   

Comment [DP12]: Aaron was wrong from the 
get-go.  Of course Moses should be angry!  Moses 
never told God not to be angry!  Aaron attempted 
to shift blame to save himself.  Moses appealed to 
God’s nature to save the people.  Aaron lied, 
Moses spoke truth.  Aaron was weak in his faith, 
Moses was strong, especially because he wasn’t 
thinking about himself or his faith. 

Comment [DP13]: If it was Moses’ idea, it 
could have been.  But see verse 27.  Also, death for 
idolatry became the law of the land.  If it seems 
extreme to us, perhaps we should rethink it.  Is 
death an extreme punishment for a serial 
murdering rapist?  What was it again that the 
Israelites deserved?  (hell).  We have no command 
from God to execute idolaters, but we must not 
think of the sin as trivial. 
Also, even after the slaughter, God brought more 
punishment on the people (vs 35). 

Comment [DP14]: Nothing! 

Comment [DP15]: He would have been right 
to do so, but there was only one thing stopping 
him, his own promises—his gracious, loving, 
perfect promises.  And so the LORD had mercy, 
even though the people didn’t deserve it.  There 
was nothing else that could change his mind.  God 
+ nothing! 

Comment [DP16]: No!  Nothing!  Never!  God 
is perfect love and forgiveness and faithfulness!  
Adding anything to God is to lose him for 
something worthless in comparison.  The LORD is 
God!  There is no other Savior!   


