
A Bible Study for Amazing Grace, 2010 AD 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 

A  S t u d y  a t  S h e p h e r d  o f  t h e  H i l l s  L u t h e r a n ,  K n o x v i l l e ,  T e n n e s s e e ,  2 0 1 0  A . D  

Every family has a skeleton or two in its 
closet.  When you dig back into the dust of time you 
can often find hints of the secrets and scandals 
buried there.   

Jesus’ family tree had more than its fair share of 
skeletons, but one thing is different.  They aren’t 
hidden.  They are right out in the open for the world 
to see.   

Why?  Because God wants us to see ourselves, our 
families and our lives in this family tree.  He wants us 
to learn and grow.  He wants us to see that all people 
can find peace in his family. 

 

BIBLICAL GENEALOGY 

T HE “ BOR ING ” P AR T S.  

If this is your first time in “The Family Tree” Bible 
Class, open up a Bible to Matthew Chapter 1 (page 
1496 in the black Bibles).  Read verses 1 through 16.   

So, did you read it, or did you just skim it?  If you 
skimmed it, you’re not alone.  The repetitive structure, 
the names we don’t recognize and can’t even 
pronounce—that doesn’t sound like a page-turner! 

But there is more here than just a boring name list.  In 
Genesis 12:3 the LORD said to Abraham: “…all peoples 
on earth will be blessed through you.”  In 2 Samuel 7:16 
the LORD promised King David: “Your house and your 
kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne 
will be established forever.”  In Matthew 1:1-16 we see 
that these promises were kept.  God kept his promises 
by sending “Jesus, who is called Christ.” 

And the names are more than just names.  They are 
people, with stories, struggles, sins and triumphs.    
People from whom we can learn. 

 

 

REVIEW: 

JACOB: 

1. God’s commands ___________________________________. 

JUDAH: 

2. As we make life choices…__________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________. 

RAHAB 

BACKGROUND 

The Conquest of the Promised Land 
 Attempt 2 after 40 years of wandering 
 Total annihilation? Genesis 15:16  
 
Military success under Moses 
 
Jericho 
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THE FAMILY TREE 

 

 

 

 

 

A Closer Look at the Ancestors of Jesus 

Abraham 
2000 BC 

Jacob 
1750 BC 

Rahab Fall of Jerusalem 
586 BC 

Fall of Samaria 
722 BC King David 

1000 BC 

The Exodus 
1446 BC 

Judah 
1600 BC 

The Judges 

Ruth 

Reign of Mannaseh 
697-642 

 



CHANGE? 

“You can’t teach an old dog new tricks.”  Whether that line is an excuse, an explanation, a reason or a motto, we 
rarely doubt the truth of it.  So often people seem set in their ways.  People just don’t change.  Or do they?  Can 
people change?  Why do they?  Why don’t they? 

JOSHUA 2:1-24  

3. Remember details in Biblical narratives?  What 
detail do we have about Rahab?  Why is that detail 
essential to the story? 

4. War was coming, and no one would be neutral.  
Which side did Rahab choose?  What factors would 
have made her choice easy or difficult? 

5. Evaluate Rahab’s actions. 

6. Agree or Disagree: It’s not what you do, it’s why 
you do it. 

7. Look at verses 8-11.  What motivated Rahab’s 
actions? 

8. Agree or Disagree: Rahab’s actions were a fruit of 
faith. 

JOSHUA 6:20-25 

9. Why were Rahab and her family “put in a place 
outside the camp of Israel” (verse 23)?   
See Numbers 5:1-4. 

10. What are the implications of verse 25, especially 
the last phrase?  See the passages in the box below 
for help. 

11. John is a good husband, but Jane’s heart aches 
because he doesn’t go to church and she is unsure 
about his faith.  Jane tells you about her concerns.  
How could you use the story of Rahab to comfort 
and advise her? 

12. Agree or Disagree: God’s Word always changes 
people. 

13. How does the story of Rahab affect your attitude 
toward people? 

NOTES: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONCLUSION: 

This story is a real life example of the truth of  
1 Corinthians 6:9-11 
9 Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the 
kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the 
sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male 
prostitutes nor homosexual offenders 10 nor thieves nor 
the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers 
will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And that is what 
some of you were. But you were washed, you were 
sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.”   

Rahab could have found herself in the list above, but 
that’s what she was.  We also can find ourselves in the 
list above, but that’s what we were.  We see the 
evidence of God’s power to change within us and we 
trust his power to change others. 

Hebrews 11:31—“By faith the prostitute Rahab, because she welcomed the spies, was not killed with those who 
were disobedient.” 

James 2:25—“In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for what she did when she 
gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different direction? 

 


