
A Bible Study for Amazing Grace, 2010 AD 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 

A  S t u d y  a t  S h e p h e r d  o f  t h e  H i l l s  L u t h e r a n ,  K n o x v i l l e ,  T e n n e s s e e ,  2 0 1 0  A . D  

Every family has a skeleton or two in its 
closet.  When you dig back into the dust of time you 
can often find hints of the secrets and scandals 
buried there.   

Jesus’ family tree had more than its fair share of 
skeletons, but one thing is different.  They aren’t 
hidden.  They are right out in the open for the world 
to see.   

Why?  Because God wants us to see ourselves, our 
families and our lives in this family tree.  He wants us 
to learn and grow.  He wants us to see that all people 
can find peace in his family. 

 

BIBLICAL GENEALOGY 

T HE “ BOR ING ” P AR T S.  

If this is your first time in “The Family Tree” Bible 
Class, open up a Bible to Matthew Chapter 1 (page 
1496 in the black Bibles).  Read verses 1 through 16.   

So, did you read it, or did you just skim it?  If you 
skimmed it, you’re not alone.  The repetitive structure, 
the names we don’t recognize and can’t even 
pronounce—that doesn’t sound like a page-turner! 

But there is more here than just a boring name list.  In 
Genesis 12:3 the LORD said to Abraham: “…all peoples 
on earth will be blessed through you.”  In 2 Samuel 7:16 
the LORD promised King David: “Your house and your 
kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne 
will be established forever.”  In Matthew 1:1-16 we see 
that these promises were kept.  God kept his promises 
by sending “Jesus, who is called Christ.” 

And the names are more than just names.  They are 
people, with stories, struggles, sins and triumphs.    
People from whom we can learn. 
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A Closer Look at the Ancestors of Jesus 

Abraham 
2000 BC 

Jacob 
1750 BC 

Rahab Fall of Jerusalem 
586 BC 

Fall of Samaria 
722 BC King David 

1000 BC 

The Exodus 
1446 BC 

Judah 
1600 BC 

The Judges 

Ruth 

Reign of Mannaseh 
697-642 

 

David 

Ruth Boaz 

Rahab Salmon 

? Obed 

? Jesse 

Bathsheba 

Solomon 



NARRATIVE ART IN RUTH 

Structure 
 1:1-5 = 71 Hebrew words 
 4:13-17 = 71 Hebrew words 
 2:20—the midpoint, the turning-point 
 
Transitions 
 
Themes and Contrast 

RUTH 1:1-5  

 In the days when the judges ruled… 

 Bethlehem vs. the country of Moab—Literally: 
House of Bread vs. the fields of Moab 

 English word “sons” in verses 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5—
But Hebrew word “ben” (son) in verses 1, 2, 3, 
and 4 and Hebrew word “yeled” (boy, one born) 
in verse 5. 

1. Compare verses 1-5 with verses 20-21.  What is 
your reaction to Naomi’s spiritual condition? 

RUTH 1:6-15 

2. Why do you think Naomi waited till they were on 
the road to Bethlehem to tell Orpah and Ruth to 
turn back?   

3. Read the last sentence of verse 13.  Are Naomi’s 
words true? 

4. React to Naomi’s words in verse 15.  What had she 
forgotten about the LORD? 

5. Evaluate Orpah’s actions. 

RUTH 1:16-22 

6. Why did Ruth stay? 

7. What had Naomi done for Ruth? 

8. What did Ruth do for Naomi? 

9. Naomi and Ruth were so different, and yet so vital 
to each other.  What were the strengths and 
weaknesses of each? 

10. Compare your spiritual situation to Naomi and 
Ruth.  Are you a new believer or an established 
Christian?  Which type of person do you gravitate 
toward?  Is that a good thing or a bad thing? 

11. List three ways that you can be a benefit to your 
brothers and sisters in Christ with your personal 
spiritual strengths. 

NOTES: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONCLUSION: 

This story is a real life example of the truth of  
1 Corinthians 12:4-6, 27 

4 There are different kinds of gifts, but the same 
Spirit. 5 There are different kinds of service, but the 
same Lord. 6 There are different kinds of working, but 
the same God works all of them in all men… Now you 
are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of 
it.”  

As Christians, we appreciate the unique gift God gives 
in every brother and sister in Christ.  In order to fully 
benefit one another, let us each seek out the way our 
strengths can be used and seek out people who can 
help us with our weaknesses. 


