
 
 
 

 

A  S t u d y  a t  S h e p h e r d  o f  t h e  H i l l s  L u t h e r a n ,  K n o x v i l l e ,  T e n n e s s e e ,  2 0 1 3  A . D  

There's nothing more valuable in war than 
military intelligence.  Even if you're out-
gunned and out-numbered, if you know what 
the enemy is going to do, victory can be 
yours.  In the book, The Screwtape Letters, C. 
S. Lewis writes as if he is revealing the Devil's 
tactics.  It is amazing how well he seems to 
understand the Devil, until you realize what 
he really understands is human nature!   

Since its first appearance in 1941 (and eight 
reprints in 1942 alone) The Screwtape 
Letters has opened the eyes of readers to the 
sinister plots of the Devil and his henchmen, 
the demons.  C. S. Lewis intended this book to 
be of spiritual benefit to those who read it.  
“Lewis is in earnest with his belief in devils, 
and as anxious to unmask their strategy 
against souls as our intelligence department 
to detect the designs of Hitler” (The Guardian, 
13 March 1942).  May we be on guard against 
the Devil and rejoice in Jesus’ final victory! 

A n  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  S c r e w t a p e  b y  W i l l i a m  P a p a s .    

“The best way to drive out the devil, if he will not yield to texts of Scripture, is to jeer and flout him, for he cannot 
bear scorn.” Martin Luther. 

Examples1:  

“Satan may be overcome by contempt, but in faith, not in presumption.  However, he is certainly not to be invited; 
for he is a powerful enemy, seeing and hearing everything that lies before us and that we are now talking about.  
And, God permitting, he spoils everything that is good.  He does not want one little blade of grass or a little leaf to 
grow.” 

 

“When the devil comes during the night to plague me, I give him this answer: Devil, I must sleep now; for this is 
God’s command: Work during the day, sleep at night.—If he does not stop vexing me but faces me with my sins, I 
reply: Dear devil, I have the record.  But I have committed still more sins which do not even stand in your record.  
Put them down, too….If he still does not stop accusing me as a sinner, I say to him in contempt: Holy Satan, pray for 
me!  You never have done anything evil and alone are holy.  Go to God and acquire grace for yourself.  If you want 
to make me righteous, I tell you: Physician, heal yourself.”

                                                             
1 Quoted from What Luther Says.  A Practical In-Home Anthology for the Active Christian.  Concordia Publishing House, St. 
Louis.  Pages 402-404. 

THE SCREWTAPE LETTERS Spiritual Life  

from the other perspective 



PREFACE 

1. Any questions? 
 

2. Bible passages that illustrate the two extremes:  
 
1 Peter 5:8-9 “Be self-controlled and alert. Your 
enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.  Resist him, 
standing firm in the faith, because you know 
that your brothers throughout the world are 
undergoing the same kind of sufferings.” 
 
Acts 19:13-16 “Some Jews who went around 
driving out evil spirits tried to invoke the name 
of the Lord Jesus over those who were demon-
possessed. They would say, “In the name of 
Jesus, whom Paul preaches, I command you to 
come out.”  Seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief 
priest, were doing this.  One day the evil spirit 
answered them, ‘Jesus I know, and I know 
about Paul, but who are you?’  Then the man 
who had the evil spirit jumped on them and 
overpowered them all. He gave them such a 
beating that they ran out of the house naked 
and bleeding.” 
 

3. “There is wishful thinking in Hell as well as on 
Earth.”  Is there in heaven?  Why or why not? 
 

4. “The history of the European War, except in so 
far as it happens now and then to impinge upon 
the spiritual condition of one human being, was 
obviously of no interest to Screwtape.” 
Who has a more accurate picture of life, 
Screwtape or us? 
 

LETTER 1 

5. Give a couple examples of incompatible 
doctrines or philosophies that can keep people 
from the truth. 
 

6. Does Lewis imply here that people can come to 
faith using their reason? 
 

7. See Genesis 3:1-6 for an example of the Devil’s 
propaganda and Ezekiel 18 for an example of 
God’s arguing technique. 
 

8. Why does Screwtape insist that Wormwood not 
let his patient ask what he means by “real”? 
 

9. Why would the Devil want to “fuddle” us rather 
than teach us? 

LETTER 2 

10. Examine Screwtape’s strategy against a new 
Christian.  What can we do to take the weapons 
out of Satan’s hands?  Will we ever take them 
all away?  Should we? 
 

11. Which “church” do you see? 
 

12. True or False: “He leaves them to ‘do it on their 
own’.” 
 

13. Is Screwtape’s assessment of human beings 
accurate?   
Psalm 36:1-2 “An oracle is within my heart 
concerning the sinfulness of the wicked: There 
is no fear of God before his eyes.  For in his own 
eyes he flatters himself too much to detect or 
hate his sin.” 
 


