
 
 
 

 

A  S t u d y  a t  S h e p h e r d  o f  t h e  H i l l s  L u t h e r a n ,  K n o x v i l l e ,  T e n n e s s e e ,  2 0 1 3  A . D  

There's nothing more valuable in war than 
military intelligence.  Even if you're out-
gunned and out-numbered, if you know 
what the enemy is going to do, victory can be 
yours.  In the book, The Screwtape Letters, C. 
S. Lewis writes as if he is revealing the 
Devil's tactics.  It is amazing how well he 
seems to understand the Devil, until you 
realize what he really understands is human 
nature!   

Since its first appearance in 1941 (and eight 
reprints in 1942 alone) The Screwtape 
Letters has opened the eyes of readers to the 
sinister plots of the Devil and his henchmen, 
the demons.  C. S. Lewis intended this book 
to be of spiritual benefit to those who read it.  
“Lewis is in earnest with his belief in devils, 
and as anxious to unmask their strategy 
against souls as our intelligence department 
to detect the designs of Hitler” (The 
Guardian, 13 March 1942).  May we be on 
guard against the Devil and rejoice in Jesus’ 
final victory! 

A n  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  S c r e w t a p e  b y  W i l l i a m  P a p a s .    

LETTER 3 

1. Any questions? 
 

2. Look at Screwtape’s method #1.  Compare it to 
Matthew 22:37-39.  Why did Jesus supply 
“extra” information? 
 

3. Also compare James 1:22-27.  Why does 
Screwtape think prayers can be rendered 
innocuous?  
 

4. Method #2: “…her sins, by which [he means] 
any of her actions which are inconvenient or 
irritating to himself.”  --But isn’t she being 
unloving?   
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5. Method #3: Who benefits when you live by 
Luther’s explanation to the 8th commandment? 
 

6. Method #4: Agree or Disagree: “It is not my 
fault.” 

LETTER 4 

7. What is the structure of your devotional life? 
 

8. Do you agree with this statement: “It is funny 
how mortals always picture us as putting things 
into their minds: in reality our best work is 
done by keeping things out.” 
 

9. Identify various causes of “feelings” and the 
pitfalls or benefits that come with them.   

 

LETTER 5 

10. Note again Screwtape’s priorities—how clear 
God’s priorities become by contrast!  How clear 
our priorities become by… 
 

11. Why would Screwtape be interested in the 
patient becoming either an extreme patriot or 
an ardent pacifist?  (See Ecclesiastes 7:16-18) 
 

12. What benefit does suffering often bring even if 
it does not lead someone directly to Christ? 
 

13. Does God really make prizes of people like 
Screwtape says for the reasons he states? 
 

14. What concerns do you have after seeing 
Screwtape’s definition of a desirable death? 
 

15. What insight does the last two sentences of this 
letter give you into the place of reason in C.S. 
Lewis’ theology? 


