
 
 
 

 

A  S t u d y  a t  S h e p h e r d  o f  t h e  H i l l s  L u t h e r a n ,  K n o x v i l l e ,  T e n n e s s e e ,  2 0 1 3  A . D  

There's nothing more valuable in war than military 
intelligence.  Even if you're out-gunned and out-
numbered, if you know what the enemy is going to do, 
victory can be yours.  In the book, The Screwtape Letters, 
C. S. Lewis writes as if he is revealing the Devil's tactics.  It 
is amazing how well he seems to understand the Devil, 
until you realize what he really understands is human 
nature!   

Since its first appearance in 1941 (and eight reprints in 
1942 alone) The Screwtape Letters has opened the eyes of 
readers to the sinister plots of the Devil and his henchm  

en, the demons.  C. S. Lewis intended this book to be of 
spiritual benefit to those who read it.  “Lewis is in earnest 
with his belief in devils, and as anxious to unmask their 
strategy against souls as our intelligence department to 
detect the designs of Hitler” (The Guardian, 13 March 
1942).  May we be on guard against the Devil and rejoice 
in Jesus’ final victory! 

 

 

W o r m w o o d  h a r d  a t  w o r k ,  b y  W i l l i a m  P a p a s .    

LETTER 24 

1. Any questions? 
 

2. Why does Screwtape consider “Spiritual Pride” 
to be “the strongest and most beautiful of the 
vices”? 
 

3. Are you more like the patient or the people 
surrounding him?  Does the temptation to 
spiritual pride differ in each case? 
 

4. Find the end of the second to last paragraph.  
Are the theories true or false? 
 

5. What is the purpose of the reference to the war 
at the end of the letter? 
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LETTER 25 

6. What “Christianity and…” can you see in 
America today? 
 

7. What are some of the misguided outcries 
against non-threatening vices in our society 
today? 
 

8. See Ecclesiastes 5:8-20 for wise words on 
contentment. 
 

9. How can the horror of the same old thing lead 
to nonsense in the intellect which leads to 
corruption in the will? 

LETTER 26 

10. Considering the erosion of chastity in our 
society, how might Lewis have changed this 
letter? 
 

11. Why is the difference between unselfishness 
and charity a great point earned? 
 

12. Do you agree with Lewis’ opinion on the gender 
specific definition of unselfishness? 
 

13. Evaluate the “Generous Conflict Illusion” 
scenario.  Is it realistic?  Have you experienced 
it? 
 

14. Why is Screwtape concerned about the 
woman’s sense of the ridiculous?     
 

LETTER 27 

15. “Anything, even a sin, which has the total effect 
of moving him close up to the Enemy, makes 
against us in the long run.”  How does this 
statement make you feel? 
 

16. Agree or Disagree: God took our prayers into 
account in his plan for the world. 
 

17. “—to anticipate that what he said could 
possibly modify your thoughts or your 
behaviour—”  What makes this frame of mind 
so difficult to maintain? 


